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S t r e s z c z e n i e
iluzje	wzrokowe	oraz	oszustwa	optyczne	są	podstawowymi	i	dopuszczalnymi	środ-
kami	 podczas	 tworzenia	 jakości	 architektonicznej.	Użytkownicy	 i	 obserwujący	 ar-




Słowa kluczowe: Iluzja – magia – oczarowanie – rzeczywistość idealna 
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1. In the creation of architectural quality, honesty is not always paramount















2. In the creation of architectural quality,  












The	use	of	 illusion,	 in	art	and	particularly	 in	architecture,	 is	not	only	admissible	but	
essentially	 necessary.	 People	will	 never	 be	 enchanted	 just	 through	 the	 plain	 truth;	 they	
will	always	be	enchanted	by	illusion.	People	want	to	be	enchanted.	They	ask	for	it.	They	

















4. In architecture, the optical illusion is one of the fields of mastery and excellence
The	history	of	architecture	is	full	of	examples	of	optical	manipulations	and	illusions.	one	
could	say	that	the	masters	of	architecture	have	always	been	masters	in	the	game	of	illusions.	
The	greatest	works	of	architecture	in	history	have	always	been	rich	in	optical	manipulation:	
From	the	greek	columns	that,	through	careful	shaping,	were	made	to	seem	taller	than	they	re-
ally	were	(by	the	way,	a	trick	that	Mies	van	der	rohe	loved	to	use,	too),	to	the	manipulation	of	
perspectives	in	Palladio’s	work	(best	seen	in	the	Teatro	olimpico	stage),	to	the	subtle	illusion	
of	a	false	separation	between	“old“	and	“new“	in	gunnar	Asplund’s	facade	of	gothenburg’s	
Law	Court	Building,	and	many	other	examples	from	all	periods	of	time:	Playing	around	with	
illusion,	optical	deception	leading	to	a	supposed	reality,	has	always	been	the	game,	the	field	
of	excellence	that	divides	the	masters	from	the	epigones.
So,	the	game	of	architectural	creation	is	really	one	of	friendly	deception.	As	such,	it	is	not	
selfish	but	deeply	altruistic,	idealistic,	and	humanistic.	True	artists	are	liars,	but	they	lie	in	
order	to	create	enjoyment	and	happiness	in	others.
